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Stoner on top of the world... and it's getting better

»Father-to-be, two MotoGP titles in
the bag and still mountains to climb

‘ByColin Young

Life is sweet right now for the Aus-
sie outback racer who came to the UK
as a 14-year-old to chase his MotoGP
dream.
Now 26 andblissfully married to Adri-
ana, Stonerisbrimming with enthusiasm
for the next phase of hislife.

By mid-February the pair hope to
have welcomed their first child into
theworld.

from the lounge of a holiday chalet in
the Swiss Alps.

“I've got to go out and try to take
the championship again. This year isa
completely cleanslateand I'm going out
to try to take that number one again.
Everybody says there is huge pressure
being world champion but I find there
isalot less. Once you have wona couple
of championships you can just go for it
‘when you race. No matter what happens
thjsseasm!wonthaw!hesamelevel

d I won’t have to put the
‘sonal preparation for the 2012 MotoGP sa.me pressure on myself to tryto doit
semn,mnlwnlt Both for thebaby and for a third time.”
n haswon33GPs,

_Stoner says family life will not slow

more than any other rider in the same

toseparate

period, an -
great Val i

racing mantra - to win races.

“Life could not be too much better
than this,” he said. “Finding out last
year we were gomg to havea childand

anuntouchable force in MotoGP.
Rossi has won 26 races since 2006
and the pair are two-all in champion-
ships won.
It ish ch Jorge Loren-

then winning th was.
fantastic.

“We haveababy ontheway sonomat-
ter what happens on the track, off the
track it is going to be fantastic.”

Relaxed and refreshed during a pre-
seasonalpine holiday in Verbier, Stoner
appears at easewith life and his increas-

20, as he showed in 2011, whom Stoner
reckons is the man who delivers the
pressure to perform at every race.

“On our best days I think Jorge and
1 probably do have that little edge,”
Stoner said.

“But as we saw last year Dani Pedrosa.

ingly
"l scoond itlewin in 2011 come nhis

firstseasonat Hondaand heis planning

that it won't be the last.
“lamstill the hunter,” Stoner declares

Finding outlast year
that we were going
tohave a childand
then winning the
title was fantastic

CASEY STONER

e
Stoner with Adriana
‘who is expecting their
first child next month

how they feel, some of the others guys
arealso up front

“But !orgeam:lmysel.fare thereevery
week, weare always getting the podiums
and the good results, and doing that is
how you fight for championships.

“If Dani can run closer to the front
when the conditions are not perfect
and be consistent then he can fight for
thetitle.

“But almost every year with Dani

factor, eitheran

injury or a slump and he has lost points
and been out of contention.”

High altitude holid

pre-season holidayin
'Verbier, Switzerland

Stoner’s first child will be born in Swit-
zerland where he lives during the Eu-

ropean season near Lausanne. But with
an early return from a brief holiday in
Australia to prepare for the birth, Stoner
headed for the hills for a pre-season
holiday and training camp.

Alor forthendﬂwashestblxidychxz
Davies, the 2011 WSS Champion.

“Chazwas. myﬁzstmatewhenl ‘went
tothe UK racing12 years agoand thisis
arare opportunity to catch up because
weareindifferent championships now;”
Stoner said.

“Leon Camier wasalsosupposed tojoin
usbut he was busy. Being in the Alpsis
also good for training with thealtitude
and Chazand I have been out skiing and
snowboarding. Chaz isasnowboarder,
TI'maskieralthoughIalsodosomesnow-
boarding. We are just out to have fun,
‘but I'm pretty good on the skis. Skiers
and snowboarders don’t usually mixbut
Idoboth. The snowboarders are always
bitching about skiers but for me skiing
isalot more fun.”

Baby talk has also been a big part of
Stoner’s pre-season preparations. Heis

Everybody says
thereis huge
pressure being
world champion but
Ifind there’s less

CASEY STONER

testing Honda's new RC213V in Sepang
this week and plans to be back in Swit-
zerland for thebirth.

“Iam cool withall the baby stuff, I'm
readyfor that,” hesaid. “My cousin had

to do witha lot of countryside. We live
in a little village, about an hour from
Geneva airport, and we are right on a
stream, it is awesome. It’s as outback
asyoucan getin Europe. Ican evenfish

ababy girlonly
havespentalotoftimewith her and she
isabeautiful little girl.

“We have the nursery organised and
‘with Adriana at home in Switzerland I
won't be too far away at the European

for
bike riding and, in winter, skiing and
snowboardin

Stonerreckonsthatifhe wasn'tapro-
fessional bike racer then beinga fisher-

races.
afew months she will come to the track

- withthebaby.”

Earlier in his GP career Stoner was
based in Monaco but he quickly fell out of
love with that glitzy concrete jungle.

onthe track. On the road Ijust want to
be comfortable and ride fo fun.”
And

At Ducati’s annual Wroom team launch
slashuwmlulyRosslrefenedtoHonda

“incredible” bike

is our family car in Swltur]and ‘said
Stoner. “Ilove that car, I

funhe 2011 season.

the BMW that I'won and I've been very
happy withit.
“Itrides andit’s good in

cmtotrytoputdawnwhnmyself my
teamand Honda have done,” Stoner said.

the city and has got plenty of room.
It’s a diesel engine which is good for

they
arenot astupid company. They haven’t
got to where they are now by spending

wa
oflife here,” he said.

“Ilived inMonaco for threeyears and
hated every day, it is too small for me,
thereis no freedom. Thereis nowilder-
ness, it is just there for the image and
tax reasons.

and the

manwould be hisideal occupation.  Europe.” money in the wrong areas.
i ishing, that would be a great “Honda were not going to spend huge

job,” hesaid. <X Rossi,Ducatiandthe Stoner  money in the finalseason of 800s when

If thereis a downside to Switzerland le@gacy they also had to develop a 1000 for this
it doesn’t have any motor- layed  year.
cyclesin his garage. Play time onbikes outin 2012, not least Ducati’sbold 5
iz reserved for his farm {n Australis. d

£ inEurope,”  wh was on the red bikes. changed. But I had the same bike from ~

e sl Stoner'slegacy at Ducatiis thebench- — the start of the season. Honda already

“I've got a motocross bike, a Honda markand undeniably thebiggestchal-  had a very good package and maybe it
250F, and a Montesa trials bike - Ilove lenge of Rossi’s career. ‘'was just someone fresh from the outside
them. And I've got a Honda CBIOOOR  Stoner knows towinon whocould comein, makethedi
whichis great. Ijustgo cruisingon quiet an often beastly Desmosedici. and not be afraid of
roads withnice turns. Ontheroadlam In four seasons with the Bologna ———————————————
justacruiser ide squad Stoner won 23 grands prix and Breaking GP news

h Idoallmyracing ~ the 2007 title.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT
DUCATI'S CURRENT STRATEGY OF
ANALL-NEW JAPANESE STYLE

Y

Qand Awith Casey

Marco [Sic] and Andrea [Dovizioso],
alot of guys beat him in races last
year In some of the battles which

BIKE, BIG
BUDGET, FORROSSIIN20122
“Unfortunately, Ducati put themselves
in avery difficult situation because

if Valentino doesn'twin theniitis

the bike. He and everyone else will

lostalot
of them, even Cal Crutchlow beat
him. Alot of the overtaking moves
he was trying he would crash and
nearly take people out. There were a
lot of uncharacteristic things about

blame the bik the bikeis
capable of winning. At the beginning
Ducati said they didn’t want their

bike to become a Yamaha, that they
wanted tokeep the Ducati heritage

 and make it win as aDucati. As usual

they have eaten their words. Now
Ducati are saying they need a bike
more like the Yamaha and easier to
ride, and for me that is not the right

last year. The Yamaha
obviously made Valentino feel
completely safe and it shows how
good a bike the Yamaha was for him
to do what he did in the past, and
that he cannot do now. His rivals are
alot stronger now but on the right
machinery Valentino can still be
competitive.”

wayto go. Ifyou wanta bik
Yamaha then go and ride a Yamaha.
Ifyou are going to have a Ducati

then rice i like @ Ducati.If Ducati do

IN ‘SEE|
YOUR 2011 TITLEWITHHONDA WAS
THEHIGHPOINT IN YOURSIXYEARS
INMOTOGP. WAS 2011 YOURBEST

itis stillnota
Ducati,it's basically them designing a
pesics e Seon

“Definitely. Backin 2007 everyone

CANVAL

thatthe bike [Ducati] or
the tyres was thereason | won the

ITAROUND ANDWIN THISYEAR‘I
“Idon't know. Maybe they will keep
chasing something they will never be
abletofind again, if they are n-ymg

only Valentino
and Denl who were real competition.
Now there s Valentino, Dani, Jorge,
Ben and Andrea - there alot riders €
upfrontnow solastyear'stitle
lot

to make it Like bike. M:

Filippo [Prezlos] will come.up wm\

forward but we have yet to see that.
Blicati=ooi

what|

towin. In "
prevmus years, Iwas not getung alot
fi
Rovran 1was working. It took the E
4

fact that bikes.

than lastyear and come up with
something. We know Valentino is fast
enough, he]ust needs to learn to ride
the bike.”

VALENTINO HAS SAID THAT FOR
HIMTOWIN 10 RACES INASEASON
AGAIN, LIKE HE DID AT YAMAHA
AANDHONDA, MAY NOT ONLY
BEDUCATI'S PROBLEM BUT
ALSOHIS PROBLEM,
BECAUSEHISRIVALS
AREYOUNGERAND
STRONGERNOW.DO
YOU AGREE?
“Everyone has to
realise that it is not
justme, Jorge and
Dani who are beating
Valentino. Last
yearit was Ben
[Spies], itwas

and he went to Ducati, where I had
ridden for four years, and | went to my
dream team at Honda to show what
I was capable of. And to show that
I'could have been fighting
for the championship in
all the previous years
and maybe had another
" championship to my
credit. It hadn't worked
out that way in the past
sol Just havetolive
with th:

Stoner:
‘Valentino
justneedsto
learntoride
the Ducati’

pool




